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The dialogue is a veritable fusillade of wit and
one laughs constantly with one's brain, if one has
followed the dramatist's injunction and brought
it with him! humor, too, of character, situation*
and word is plentiful. What could be better, fo:r
instance, than Valentine, earning his first fee f or*
six months, and then being invited out to dinner !
Or, unable to go to the masked ball, because he
hasn't the price. The pairing off of the part-
ners in act four is a fine blend of the humor
that inheres in both character and situa-
tion.

Like " Candida," the piece shows  Shaw's  in-
sistence upon plasticity of handling at the  ex-
pense of "regularity."    The time values  seem
awry again to the superficial glance: kct one is
not the longest nor the last act the shortest.
But reflection indicates that the business of act
second is briefly to separate the lovers; and the
last act, containing the scene a faire, needs more
time.    In other words, the playwright  refuses
once more to be stretched upon the iron bed of
conventions.   His divergences from the usual are
no violation of essential laws.   The careful artist
is behind them.    The  characterization  of   theprodigal?   Asrhears them. But it's horribly
